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Cooperation with firefighter should be
countywide model
George Caloyannidis  Nov 1, 2020 Updated Aug 31, 2021

arly in its inception, Volunteer Battalion Chief Jeff Lemelin assisted the
homeowners’ Diamond Mountain Firesafe Council with his advice. With

members of the community, Jeff explored alternative escape routes, evaluated them
based on accessibility and tree canopy conditions during panic evacuations and
identified emergency escape locations. Well before the Hennessey and Glass Fires
erupted, Jeff familiarized himself with the majority of properties on our mountain and
got to know its people.

As a result, when the fire on our mountain erupted, he was already familiar with what
is where, water sources, generators, defensible spaces around homes and was able to
effectively advise fire crews and their use of equipment with his knowledge of local
conditions.

If this were not enough, his access to the evacuated areas enabled him to
communicate with many homeowners about the status of their properties. We all
know how stress-relieving such information can be.

If an involved and courageous volunteer fireman could make such difference during
the infernal conditions our mountain experienced – even as exceptional Jeff proved to
be - his effective involvement should serve as a county-wide model in assigning
similarly motivated firemen exclusively to each of our many fire prone hillside
communities. Intimate prior local knowledge proved to be invaluable.
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Below you can read Jeff’s touching letter to the community he got to know intimately
and served with such dedication and courage. In spite of the heartfelt appreciation
and gratitude expressed by all Diamond Mountain residents, it will never be enough.

The model Jeff personified ought to be embraced and emulated.

George Caloyannidis

Calistoga

It has been a few weeks since the start of the Glass fire. My heart has been heavy as I
reflect on the destruction that has plagued the Diamond Mountain community. I
never thought that after working with your fire safe council that we would actually
be facing this scenario so soon. Over the last couple weeks I have had the blessing to
get to know some of you on a much more personal level. Everyone on Diamond
Mountain has been affected by this fire either from experiencing a total loss of your
home, being evacuated without power for many days, or having your beautiful trees
and landscape ravaged by this inferno.

When I went to Diamond Mountain on Monday morning when Diamond Mountain
was taking a direct hit, I found myself on the top of the South Fork with a running
crown fire devouring the heavy timber. I knew at that minute that we were going to
be experiencing a loss of structures and I was praying we would lose no lives.

The work this Fire Council has done and the preparation for this dreadful day saved
lives. When I went back to Diamond Mountain on Tuesday morning, my goal was to
assess as many homes as I could and try to prevent the loss of more structures.
During the first couple days of the fire we had limited resources.

I am thankful that you have invited me into your community as this gave me
intimate knowledge to start getting dozers and engines to key locations to start
working. I consider all of you friends and hope for a time in the near future when I
can see everyone face to face.

Jeff Lemelin, Volunteer Battalion Chief

Sonoma County Fire District

Commentary Napanewsnow Firesafe Council Diamond Mountain Glass Fire Firefighter
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